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Overview and Rationale

Students will gain knowledge on the ethics necessary for writing and producing a high school newspaper.  They will develop a clear understanding of such concepts as values, First amendment rights, and ethics that are acceptable in this field. 

Goals for Understanding

Essential Questions

1.  What is the First amendment; why is it essential to journalists ?

2.What is plagiarism?

3.What is conflict of interest?

4.  What are values?  How do they effect student journalists?

Critical Engagement Questions

1. How is ethical behavior important to journalism students in our society?

2..Why is a free press important for democracy?

Overviews and timelines

Activity 1 (One 40 min. class)

We will begin reading and discussing the facts and concepts  of ethics and how they apply to student journalists.  Included will be a vocabulary list that will include such words as balance, integrity, bias, conflict of interest, confidentiality, and sensationalism.  There will be a brief quiz at the end of the period. 

Activity 2 (One 40 min. class

Students will break into groups and jigsaw concepts pertaining to  First amendment, ethics, and values . Students will be broken into groups os 3 or 4 students. Each group will be given a concept to explore in the test, Poynter EthicsGuidelines.   They will present findings to the class.  Everyone  will take notes.  

Activity  3 (One 40 min. class)

Students will break into groups.  Each group will be given an ethical problem which they will have to solve based on what they have learned.  Each student will present their problem and solution to the class.  The class will take notes on all problems and solutions.

Assessment 

Unit test  on ethics in journalism

Reference

Poynter Ethics Guidelines:  A Process Not a Rulebook by Bill Mitchell

Publisher: Poynter  

